Northampton, 


January,  1900. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northampton  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1899,  together  with  the  usual  statistics. 

In  estimating  the  population  of  the  district  for  the  year,  I  have  allowed  for  an  increase  in 
Abington  village,  where  building  operations  are  proceeding  actively,  and  for  a  slight  increase  in 
Duston,  where  a  few  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied  since  the  last  census.  In  Abington, 
there  are  at  least  60  new  houses  now  occupied,  so  allowing  5  persons  to  each  house,  it  gives  an 
increase  of  about  300,  so  that  the  population  of  this  village,  which  was  only  121  at  the  last  census, 
is  now  estimated  at  426.  I  have  also  obtained  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Harding,  the  correct 
numbers  for  Berry  Wood  Asylum,  though  these  are  not  reckoned,  for  obvious  reasons,  in  the 
different  calculations.  We  thus  get  the  gross  population  of  the  district  as  7,007,  and  excluding 
Berry  Wood  Asylum,  5,883. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  169,  and,  deducting  those  at  Berry  Wood, 
77,  compared  with  189  and  91  in  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a  death  rate  of  13  09  per  1,000, 
which  is  a  very  low  mortality.  Only  once  during  the  last  sixteen  years  has  it  been  lower,  in  1890, 
when  it  was  12-98,  whilst  last  year  it  was  16-2,  and  it  has  been  as  high  as  19-4  in  1884.  There 
were  fewer  deaths  in  old  people  (10  less  than  last  year),  but  the  mortality  amongst  children  under 
one  year  of  age' was  greater  than  in  the  previous  year  (23 — 18),  and  this  increase  was  especially 
marked  in  the  Kislingbury  district.  There  were  less  deaths  from  Phthisis,  even  in  Berry  Wood, 
where  the  mortality  from  this  disease  is  always  rather  heavy,  and  the  deaths  from  injury  (8), 
were  somewhat  heavy.  There  were  only  2  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  registered  during  the  year. 
The  mortality  in  the  Duston  district,  which  had  decreased  from  24  in  1897  to  13  in  1898,  still 
further  decreased  to  10  last  year— a  very  low  mortality  in  a  population  of  over  1,000.  The 
mortality  in  the  Kislingbury  district  was  high  (50),  and  most  of  this  increase  was  due  to  the 
deaths  at  Harpole,  which  numbered  19  in  a  population  of  less  than  1,000.  This  mortality  was 
due  to  the  large  number  of  deaths  in  people  over  60  in  that  village  (13),  which  is  an  exception 
to  the  usual  rule  this  year.  The  increase  in  the  infant  mortality  in  this  district  occurred 
principally  in  Bugbrooke  and  Hevford  villages. 


The  total  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  only  149,  against  182  in  1898,  giving  a  birth 
rate  of  25-3,  compared  with  32-4.  This  is  an  exceedingly  low  birth  rate,  and  the  lowest  that  has 
been  registered  during  the  last  sixteen  years.  The  next  lowest  was  26-3  in  1894,  and  the  highest 
39-5  in  1885. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  23,  compared  with  18  in  the 
previous  year,  giving  a  death  rate  of  154  per  1,000  births  registered,  which  is  a  much  higher 
mortality  than  the  previous  year  (98),  owing  to  the  small  number  of  births. 

There  were  only  three  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  during  the  year,  compared  with  seven 
in  the  previous  year  ;  namely  : — 

One  from  Enteric  Fever  at  Duston. 

One  from  Diphtheria  at  Kislingbury. 

One  from  Whooping  Cough  at  Harpole. 

This  gives  a  Zymotic  death  rate  of  -05  per  1,000,  which  is  a  very  low  one.  It  has  been 

lower  in  this  district,  for  in  1884  no  death  was  registered  from  Zymotic  disease,  and  in  1893  and _ 

1894  only  one  death  respectively  from  such  cause. 


Turning  to  Table  B,  which  gives  the  numbers  of  cases  of  Infectious  disease  notified  during 
the  year,  there  was  a  total  of  all  cases  of  only  34,  compared  wTith  61  in  1898,  and  88  in  1897. 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Diphtheria 
Membranous  Croup 
Enteric  Fever... 
Erysipelas 


1899. 

17 

3 

0 

3 

11 

34 


1898. 

32 

17 

1 

7 

4 

61 


1897. 

43 

40 

0 

2 

3 

88 


Thus  the  only  increase  was  in  cases  of  Erysipelas,  whilst  in  the  more  severe  forms  of 
Zymotic  disease  there  was  a  marked  decrease. 


Anthrax. — By  a  new  law,  all  cases  of  Anthrax  in  animals  are  now  notified  by  the  police  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  One  such  case  was  reported  from  Bugbrook,  but  as  the  carcase  in 
these  cases  is  now  cremated  by  the  County  Council  authorities,  very  little  danger  is  likely  to  arise 
from  them. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Most  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  Duston  village  (6),  and  the 
next  highest  was  Lower  Heyford  with  3 :  the  others  were  pretty  evenly  distributed  in  small 
numbers  throughout  the  other  villages.  The  schools  at  Duston  were  closed  for  a  short  time  on 
account  of  this  epidemic,  and  this  is  the  only  school  in  this  district  that  has  been  closed  on  account 
of  Zymotic  disease  during  the  year.  I  may  mention  here  that  the  Duston  school  is  now  in  process 
of  enlargement,  and,  when  finished,  it  will  be  a  great  improvement  in  a  sanitary  sense,  and  give 
much  more  room  to  the  scholars. 

Diphtheria. — The  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Kislingbury,  but  the  child  had  been 
staying  with  some  friends  at  Moulton,  and  was  taken  ill  two  or  three  days  after  its  return  home, 
dying  very  quickly.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  this  case  the  disease  must  have  been  contracted 
at  Moulton.  The  second  case  of  Diphtheria  was  reported  from  a  cottage  quite  in  the  country  away 
from  the  village,  in  Little  Billing  parish.  The  cottage  is  a  new  one  and  the  people  are  clean  and 
tidy.  1  could  not  account  for  its  origin,  but  Mr.  Lewis,  who  attended  it,  attributed  it  to  the  use  of 
pail  closets.  These  are  very  apt  to  get  dirty  unless  very  carefully  attended  to,  and  I  cannot  say  1 
altogether  like  them,  but  in  a  country  district  they  are  almost  indispensable,  and  far  better  than 
the  old-fashioned  privies.  When  used,  I  think  they  should  always  have  dry  earth  or  ashes  added 
— dry  earth  closets  are  much  better.  The  last  case  was  a  very  mild  case  at  Dallington.  I  could 
find  no  cause  for  it ;  the  cottage  and  surroundings  were  exceedingly  clean  and  tidy.  There  has 
been  no  return  of  the  epidemic  of  this  disease  at  Harpole  since  the  schools  there  have  been 
enlarged  and  put  into  a  more  sanitary  condition. 

Enteric  Fever. — Of  the  three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  two  were  notified  from  Duston  district 
— one  in  a  new  cottage  at  Duston,  in  which  village  the  drainage  is  in  a  very  primitive  state  at 
present,  and  which  was,  unfortunately,  fatal — the  other  at  New  Duston :  here  the  drain  ran  quite 
close  to  the  well,  and  I  feared  it  must  have  caused  pollution  of  the  water  supply,  but  no  other 
persons  were  affected,  though  many  drank  this  water,  and  on  analysis  it  was  declared  to  be  pure. 
The  third  case  occurred  at  Little  Billing,  but  the  man  had  been  working  at  Earls  Barton,  where 
there  were  other  cases  of  this  disease,  and  was  brought  back  ill  with  the  disease;  he  was  removed 
to  the  Northampton  Infirmary,  and  proper  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  any  spread. 

Excepting  this  last  case,  all  other  cases  of  Zymotic  disease  have  been  treated  at  their  own 
homes,  and  no  cases  have  been  removed  to  the  Hardingstone  Fever  Hospital,  with  which  this 
Council  has  an  agreement. 

The  new  water  supply  at  Kislingbury  is  now  working  well.  There  were  a  few  complaints  at 
first,  arising  probably  from  the  new  pipes  giving  a  nasty  taste  to  the  water,  but  by  an  arrangement 
so  that  there  is  always  a  slight  overflow'  from  the  pipes  into  an  adjoining  pond,  the  water  is  kept 
moving,  preventing  rusting  in  the  pipes,  and  the  villagers  now  consider  the  supply  a  great  boon. 

1  am  very  pleased  to  report  that  a  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Duston  has  at  last  been  drawn 
up,  and  quite  lately  a  Government  Inspector  has  held  an  enquiry  into  the  matter.  When  the 
scheme  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  it  will  at  once  be  carried  out. 
The  drainage  at  Weston  Favell  is  still  in  a  somewhat  unsatisfactory  state,  and  when  the  Duston 
scheme  is  off  our  hands,  I  think  something  will  require  to  be  done  for  this  village. 

Another  year  has  passed  without  any  case  of  Epidemic  disease  being  reported  from  the 
village  of  Great  Billing.  It  is  some  years  since  any  Epidemic  disease  has  occurred  here.- 

No  other  cases  of  any  importance  call  for  any  remark.  Two  or  three  cases  of  overcrowding 
have  been  rectified,  and  the  usual  number  of  nuisances  have  been  reported  upon,  and  put  right. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  congratulate  the  Council  on  being  able  to  put  before  them  such  a 
good  report.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  the  most  satisfactory  one,  in  every  way,  that  I  have  been  able  to 
submit  since  I  have  held  office  under  them  as  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  PERCIVAL,  M.B., 

Medical  Offices  of  Health. 


.« 


